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Vietminh

New light was shed yesterday on one
of the most obscure and ironic chapters

-of America’s involvement in Vietnam-—
the close collaboration between U.S.

military

intellizence officers and Ho-

Chi Minh’s Vietnam guerrillas during’

the closing days
Intelligence

of World War II
documents

describing

training and joint military operations
of the U.S. Office of Strategic Services

“PDeer AMlission”

July,

with Ho's forces
August and September, -

in
1945,
were made public yesterday by the -

Scnate Foreign Reclations Committee

after being dcclasuﬂcd by the govern-

ment.

The daring mission bf the OSS team,
“which was parachuted into the North

~Vietnamese jungle

with

instructions

.to link up with Ho’s forces, was to in-
terdict Japanese lines of communica-
tion and work with guerriila forces in
the vicinity of Hanoi.

Although it is no secret that U.S.
~telligence operatives worked with Ho's

forces against- the Japanese,

in-

details

and documents {rom the mission have

never previously been made public.

. The documents reveal an attitude of
strong symnpathy on the part of the
Americans toward Ho and his Viet-

minh movement.

They describe Ho's

intensely expressed hopes that his Am.

erican

allies would help

stave off

¥rench colonial re-occupation of Viet-

nam.

In one of its first reborts after link-

. 'ng
Mission's

“Thomas, adviscd his superiors:
the Comimuinist Bogy [sicl.”
Vietminh

up with the Vietminh,
commander, Maj.

League) is

the Deer
Allison K.
“Iorget
VML (the
not Communist.

Stands for frecedom and reforms irom

French harshness

If French

20

part way with tncm they might work
with French .

And in a latcr evaluation, an
unsigned report to OSS head-
quarters described Mo as “a

hrilliant . and carable man,
completely  sincere  in his
opinions. 1 have travelled

throuchout Tonkin Pravince (a
reference to North Vietnam)
and found that in that arvca

.people of all classes are im-

bued with the same spirit and
determination as iheir lecad-
er””

The first cantacts between
the Deer Mission and the Viet-
minh, in mid-July, 1945, was
deservibed in a messaze from

Major Thomas after the team
parachuted  into  Kumlung,
near 1o's junzle hide-out,

The Americans, Thomas re.
poried, were Cescorted tn M
Joce [sicl, oue of the hig lead.
ers of the VML (Viet Minh
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1 F
Oper
League) Party. He speaks ex-
cellent English but is very
weak physically as he recently
‘walked in from Tsingsi,

“He reccived us most cor-
dially . . . We then had supper
consisting of - beor  (recently
captured), rice, bhamboo
sprouts, and harbecucd steak.
They freshly siaughtered a
-cow in our honor.”

Ho took exception to the
presence of a French officer

: on the team. “He will welcome

10 million Americans. . how-
ever,” according to Thomas’
xcpmt

At-that point the Americans.
began their training program
for the Vietminh units, and
relations  between Ho Chi
Jiinh and the Amevican 0SS
operatives grew 1nc10a<mgly
cordial.

In a later dispatch to OSS
headquarters, after comple-
tion of the mission, ajor
Thomas said Ho was also iden-;
tified as C. ML Hoo. “Hoo wasi
his code name. Later, when he:
hecame president of the Provi-i
sional Government of Viet-
nminh [zic) ... .at Hanoi, he'di-
vulged his xeu name whicn is
Ho Chi 2iinh.”

During thre first week of Au-
fust, ]9~‘::>, Thomas reported,
“AMr. Heo hegan rounding up
200 solaiers for us out of
twhich we were to pick the
best 100" Formal American
training of the Victminh guer-
rillas began on Augd. 9 on a
rizotous scheduie from 5:30
a.m. to 5 p.m. each day.

. A Jater entry in the Thomas
file reported that the Ameri-
can supervised training was
“continuing at high speed in

carhines, A-1's, tommyguns,
bazookas, LMG's (light ma-
cnine guns), Brens, mortars

and grenades.”
- Speaking of the Vietminh
units vnder his team's tute-
laze, Major Thonas raid, “the
bors picked it up {ast, had
been ecager to learn and made
un for it in spirit what they
stili lacked in training.”
JHeaving of the impending
Japancse surrender, the Viet-
minh troops, with their Ameri-
can advisers, set out to attack.
ihe Japanese-held  town  aof
Thainouven “to show the Japs
how' strong they were,” as
Themas recounted it After ay
Tourday hattle a "‘in\‘l thel
well Tortilied Jdapanese troops,
the Victminh took tho town,
. Afterward there gwere

pa-

.with our rice .,

ation Dec zfzsm‘wm

xadcs and coloh' ations, |
Thomas reported. “The Viet- i-students there and ip
minh did evervthing to make® smcrican technicians here .
our stay as pleasant as possi-ijts desirc., The party . i
ble for us. They zave us their: helped in returninz  seves:
hest food and we seldom wentt \meric an pilots and Mr. C. i,
without a chicken or a duck or! [{q9 had a personal cong:r
meat of some kind to zo along| epee with General Chennauic
: S ed At every vil-j 4t Kunming on the subject.”
age we a
ousctrms fl?cc\:?lolgnpfgll:la\tllrr)lnl‘ ]hat, was on the cve OI'!-hC
Indochinese  war. The

would turn to welcome us and imc‘ .
French did come back and
waged an unsuccessful eizhi

present to us the ‘key to the
Fvear military campaizn to c

village’ as- it were . ’lhc

s 3 : -

cenes were invariably impres-; fcat the Vietminh forces. which
grew from the 3.000-man foree

sive and ‘touching’ to all the i
ricans as w w thevi ©

Americans as we knew thevl o000 by Ho in the jun-

ales.

were expressing what was ini
their hearts and offering to usl
: As for the f\moncans and
the subsequent course towars

the best gifts they had.”
i ‘ing .
In the period following the full-scale military involvement
acainst the Vietnamese Com

Japanese surrender Ho souzht

to establish the authoritiy. of . L

- © . munists, the cer Missiorn
“aver ou i

his government throuzhout Vi stands oul @3 a nistorieal ah-r

ration abu_u'. wiien 1ittie

etnam. He was also sceking to
been know:

REH

necotiate with the Frcnch for
indepcndence.

Under the chaotic circum-
stances of the moment, author-
ity was heing exercised. in var-
ious parts of Vietnam hy the
British, the French, Chincse!
army units and the Vietminh. |

American policy was begin-;
ning to veer from an attitude

‘Ihu

of wartime sympathy for Ho
and his cause toward full mili-
tary suvport of the French.
The admonitions of the 'OSS
intelligence teams that the Vi-
etminh was primarily a nation-

‘allsllc movement went un-
heeded.

.\Iﬁa_im* Thomas on Sept. 17,
1945, sent this messace to OSS
headquarters in Washinglon:

“Our friend of the forest, :
Mr. C. M. Hoo, now Mr. e

“hi Minh, was president of
the. Provisional Government
and minister of forecien af-
fairs. Another friend of the
forest. M. Van, now Vo
Neuven Giap, became Minis.:
ter of Interior . |, .

“The new government an-
pcars to he (‘ntht.wn\hmllv
supported by the majority of
the pnpula(mn in every prov-
ince of Indochina. The now
government was aiven
strenuth by the resivnation
and abdication of Bao Dai, for-
mer puppet Eniperor. . The
people know  the' French in-
tend to come back bhut they
keen saving if they come bhack
with ars they will fizht to
the death,”

n o dater
Major

summary eable,
Thomas reported fiat
Vietminh hed  “nothing
praise and - kindness for
Amervicans and to  send

hut
the
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